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years carried out a policy of preventing vacant Sees being
filled, so that there were at least a dozen archbishoprics
and bishoprics left to Monsignor Ratti to restore,
The affection between Lithuania and Poland was not
very great, and the position was made no easier at the end
of 1919, when Monsignor Ratti, Visitor to both countries,
tried to visit Vilna, whilst the Polish Marshal Pilsudski
insisted on his travelling in the Marshal's special train.
The bitter cold and the Appalling distress in those parts
of Poland and Latvia and Lithuania which Monsignor
Ratti had, at that time to visit would have made anybody
but an Alpinist draw back. It is no place here to go into
the complicated problems and jealousies of those dis-
tricts, but it is quite certain that anybody with inferior
diplomatic and intellectual gifts could never have found
the successful solutions of Monsignor Ratti.
As if these problems were not enough, he found himself
soon confronted with the difficulties of the conflicts in
Upper Silesia. Here again the Treaty of Versailles had
left to a plebiscite the decision of what was to happen to
Germans and Poles. Monsignor Ratti had again to go
there as the representative of the Holy See. He made
every effort to try and get somebody else to take his place,
He pointed out to the Vatican that as Visitor to Poland
he would be immediately distrusted by all the Germans,
and he begged that some Dutch or other neutral Catholic
be appointed* Failing that, he asked that Monsignor
Pacelli, then Nuncio in Berlin, should at least be asked to
go at the same time, thus ensuring a representative from
each country.
All these appeals were overridden, and he was given
the unpleasant task of being the sole intermediary to deal